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STAT

Labor’s No. 1 [nemy-tﬁ Rocketeii.

v ART SHIELDS

I'RECSIDENT EISENHOWER
{ haw just placed a leading Rovie-
f«.l]er oil man in charge of
J America’s international labor re-

2 lations.

{ Ike's new “labor” appointee is
{Austin T. Foster, the former
venertl counsel and ‘director of

‘the Socony-Mobile Oil Co. This

{isx a two-and-a-half billion dollar

! yutfit, with vast boldings in In-

! donesia, Arsbia, Japan, Indis,

%:-‘outh Africa, Egypt, Colombia,

Venesuela and Texas. It is con-
i.ﬂ;lled by the Rockefeller fam-
{ily, which owns 17 per cent of
‘the atock.

And the Rockefeller family is
1abor's Enemy Number One, It
sms fought the labor movement
with gunmen, spies and com-
" pany unions through the years.

bands on their arms. They wers
led by Upton Sinclair, the Seo-
cialist novelist, who was thrown
into prison that first day.

*

The protests didn't end- there,
however. The good peopls of
America wers aghast with hor-
ror. For the gunmen—whom
John D., Jr, defended—were
gullty of deliberste murder.
They poured Rockefeller oil on
the tents as they set them afire.
And they machine-gunnsd flee-
ing survivors, and shot down
Louis Tikas, & Greek miner, the
strike leader, as he held a flag
of truce in his hand.

The Ilabor movement was
fighting mad. ‘Gene Debs was
calling for guns to resist the
Rockefeller killers. And armed
‘rade urnitulsly were miriving

Jolurado when the feieral troops
c«mc in. 'Ihe Lroops wu- aem

Rockefeller mla.

The Defense Department i
using Nelson Rockefeller, the
family leader, as its official
“adviner,” as It reorgamizes
the Pentagon.

And now Secomy-Mebile ls
nhnphg the Gﬂmnelt' in-

1 laber .

x

Ike's new “labor” appointes
h-snblgﬂddtowork!n.ﬂo
will “advise” Beeretary of
bor Mitchell on world labor lf~
fairs. He will have the ear of

The labor press carried many
vivid anti-Rockefeller cartoons

“In' those early years. And one,

bitter pair of drawings in the
United Mine Workers Journal
comes to mind. The drawing at
the left shows John D, Jr, ab
his Sunday School class, in his
frock coat and tails. A big black
Rible is in his hand, and he is
reading “Suffer little children to
come unto me . . . for of such
+« in the kingdom of Heaven.” And
-#4lie drawing at the right showed
the children burning to death,
while a hand labeled “John D.,
Jr"” pours on the oil.
Robert Minor, the future Com-

all U.S. labor h

And his job will be to lylit. and
weaken world labor as much as
hc can And thus keep wages
down. For most of the Rocke-
feller profits come from the

sweated r of overseas work-
ars.

The fellers have been
compelled yield to unions

sometimes. &hey had to in Vene-
zuela befof® the Military Junta
took over in 1948, and they will
prohably have to thers again.
And they had 0o 8o in severw)
U.S. refineries during CIO oil
campaigns.

Such cases are

leader, supplied the most
powerful anti-Rockefeller car-
toons of all. Bob covered the
historic  oil - workers  strike
against Standard Oil at Bayon-
ne., N. J. in July, 1915. Six
workers were killed, and many
wounded, by Rockefeller gun-
men, and Bob left some unfor-
gettable pictures behind him in
the files of The Call, the New
York Soclalist “daily.”

*

I didn't meet Bob at that time.
But [ visited the strike lines, and
saw the Bergoff Agency gun-

however, For the Rockefeller
empire has been well described
as a “bastion of industrial fea-
dslism.,” by President Knight of
the CIO oil union.

*

And most of the oil family’s
operations follow the pattern set
up by John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
long ago. That fs NO UNION,
when apies and thugs and mitl:
tary dictators ean prevent tham.
And fake company unions when
the family has to make a demo-
cratic gesture.

Both methods were used in the
Colorado coal fields 44 years
ago. Rockefeller gunmen firat
burned 13 children and four
mothers to death in the massacre
at the strikers tent colony at
Indlow on April 20, 1914, Then
John D. Jr., the Bible class

her, set up a p union
with lmy dovey phrnu, when
millions of folks protested.

Those protests swapt Naw
York City. And I remember
them well. For I. stood on lower
Broadway while L.W.W. workers
und Socinlist Party members and
George  Sterfing, the poet,
merched in frent of the Rocke-
feller offices with mourning

men inting over the sighta
of their Army type rifles. There
were nearly 800 of these gorillas
altogether. They were crouching
behind wooden stockade walls
that surrounded the Rockefeller
vefinery. And I eagerly followed
Bob’s dally drawings in the then
militant Socialist paper.

The wirfke was crushed, how-
ever. The IWW and Soclalist
leaders got little AFL aupport.
The great mass produetion
unions were still in the future.
The martyred Slavs, Italians and
Lithuanians, who struck against
sturvation wages, were burled.
And the Rockefeller gunment
got away with murder again.

More Bayonne workers were
killed in another strike the nexc
year while the Rockefeller for-
qune swelled in the profits of
the first world war. And the
family’s wealth kept climbing.
until it bas passed the three
billion dolMlar mark today.

*

The family's biggest oil prof-

it don’t eome from American
. workers, however. They come
from dark-skinned men and wo-
men in sun-baked foreign lands.
(Foster) has a special interest
And Ike's new “labor* lppoium

MAR. 9: A Rockefeller President — The Oil Family’s

Seal,
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in curbing the wnioms abroad,
For 55 per egnt . of Secony-
Mobdile's production comeg from
overseas.

Right now th lllu'l
are especially fearfu! of Indo- .
nesian I’.nbor. Thay nuhd the
uvions taking ever tha former
properties of the Dutch imperial-
ists by bold mass m
And they fear
reclaim all its Somatra ofl Mt
again.

The Roclefellers are also
alarmed for thair oil imtgrests
in West New GOsiras. Fér the
Sukarno Goverhshenid
ing its right to-this imppstant
land in the. MmSonssiel ¢
pelugo. And the militant lg;:;
are behind him.

can win in Latin America again.
This pre paganda record is also
losing  its  effectivensss with
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wom tne | U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

James P. Mitchell, Secretary

USDL=-=2296
FOR RELEASE: Sunday Editions
February 9, 1958
LABOR SECRETARY APPOINTS AUSTIN FOSTER INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANT

Secretary of Labor James P, Mitchell today announced the
appointment of Austin T. Foster, retired General Counsel and Director
of Socony Mobil 0il Company, as a special consultant to him on
international labor niatt.ers.

Mr, Foster, whoss home is in Derby Line, Vermont, will assisi
and advise Secretary Mitchell with respect to United States parti-
cipation in the International Labor Organization as well as other
ix;ternational matters for which the Secretary has a responsibility,

Mr, Foster retired from Socony Mobil last year. He has served
as chairman of the Treaty Committes of the National Foreign Trade
Council and director of the Community Service Society and the Pan
imerican Society., He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relatlons,
t,he/ American Society on International Law and the Academy of Political
Science., He served overseas as a First Lisutenant in the Air Force

during World War I.
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